Outreach Materials: FAQ

Students, parents, community members, landlords, and others may be interested in knowing more about the Safer California Universities program.  The following Frequently Asked Questions document can be adapted for use on your campus with a variety of potential audiences.  Include details of local enforcement efforts, ordinances, etc.
Safer Parties, Safer Students

Safer California Universities
University life presents many opportunities and choices – both academically and socially.  Most students have more freedom than they may have had in the past.  One of the common features of student life at ***UNIVERSITY***  is off-campus parties.  These parties can be a great opportunity to meet others and to socialize with friends.  But they can also be occasions of too much drinking, too much rowdiness, neighborhood disruption, and even injury and death.  

***UNIVERSITY*** is participating in the Safer California Universities program to help make sure that students have opportunities for fun and relaxation – but without the danger and destructiveness that sometimes goes along with off campus parties.  The program provides brochures to help students understand how to host a safe – and fun – party.  The program also promotes enforcement of key laws and policies that encourage safety and responsibility.  
Following are answers to some frequently asked questions about the program.

Q.  What are the key components of the Safer California Universities program?

A.  The program provides information about how to host fun and responsible parties.  It also includes law enforcement campaigns to prevent drinking and driving, sales of alcohol to minors, underage drinking, and dangerous parties. The program also places the burden of costs to those who repeatedly require community or police response to loud or dangerous parties through a “response cost” ordinance.

Q.  What are you saying to students?

A.  We, both the university and the community-at-large, are reminding the students and others that they have a responsibility for the safety of their guests and fellow residents whenever they host or attend a party.  There is a legal and moral duty to step up and take action whenever someone’s behavior puts themselves or others in danger of harm.

Q.  Is there too much emphasis on (law) enforcement?

A.  The problem has been too little enforcement.  In many ways, you can compare safety in parties with traffic safety.  While most drivers will observe traffic laws, keeping us safe requires a certain level of enforcement to make sure that everyone follows the rules of the road.  While most drivers will observe the law, some people will speed or run through red lights, and we need to hold them accountable.
Q.  Do you really think a brochure or pamphlet on how to host a party is going to change student drinking?
A.  No one piece of the comprehensive program would work in isolation.  The booklet is one of several ways we, the community, make our expectations clear to students and anyone else hosting or attending parties.
Q.  Aren’t you painting a picture of students as irresponsible and uncaring?
A.  Not at all.  We know that many students drink little or not at all, and others are themselves concerned about dangerous behavior at some of the parties they attend.  Just as traffic laws are there to protect us from injury and death, we need to understand that laws regarding the sale, service, and consumption of alcohol are for the benefit of all.
Q.  Are you just trying to discourage students from having parties?

A.  Not at all.  There are some parties, however, that may pose higher risks to the partygoers and neighbors.  Large, uncontrolled parties that attract uninvited people and spill out into the street should be a concern for all of us, as they are the most likely to lead to injuries, assaults, and drunken driving.  
Q.  Why single out students?  Don’t other people have dangerous parties?

A.  Students are not being singled out.  All our efforts are directed at making parties safer no matter who is hosting them.  Our hope is that, because of the unique relationship that students have with the university, we can be even more successful in helping them host safer parties, and get the added support of their fellow student guests to maintain a safe environment.
Q.  What are “response cost” ordinances and what do they mean in out community?

A.
The ordinance in ***NAME OF TOWN*** states that if police are called repeatedly to any address to deal with a dangerous or unruly gathering, the cost of the police response and follow-up will be charged to the party host.  This cost can be up to $1000. [REVISE TO REFLECT ACTUAL LOCAL ORDINANCE.]

Q.  What results do you expect from the Safer California Universities program?

A.  The goals of the program are to promote a safe learning and living environment for students and other members of the community.  We should all be able to socialize and enjoy ourselves – but without fears of the kinds of problems and tragedies that can result from heavy drinking and hard partying.
